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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.  

Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation. 

Washington State University Tri-Cities, in partnership 

with the Pasco School District, was awarded a $2.5 

million 21st Century Community Learning Centers 

Program grant to enhance before and after school pro-

gramming at four elementary schools in Pasco. This is 

the third 21st Century Community Learning Centers 

grant that WSU Tri-

Cities has applied 

for and received. 

Each grant has 

served a different 

group of Pasco    

students. 

The purpose of the 

federal grant is to 

support the creation 

of community learn-

ing centers that   

provide academic 

enrichment opportu-

nities during non-

school hours. The 

program also      

provides support to 

families to increase 

family literacy and 

involvement within the school. 

Funds will support enhancing before and after school 

programming at Curie STEM Elementary, Captain 

Gray STEM Elementary, Frost Elementary, and 

Twain Elementary. 

“I am confident we are changing students’ lives for 

the better in the schools where we serve,” says Jay 

Scott, director of 21st Century Community Learning 

Centers program. “I am proud of all of the accom-

plishments my staff have achieved thus far, and we 

want to do more. We know that if we are successful, 

then the students and the 

families we serve will be 

successful.” 

The program provides 

students with homework 

help and access to pro-

grams including LEGO 

Robotics, drama, chess, 

archery, Minecraft, field 

trips, fire safety, rocketry 

and English language 

learning programs. The 

schools also will provide 

a four-week summer   

program focusing on the 

science, technology,    

engineering and        

mathematics (STEM) 

fields.  

WSU Tri-Cities will provide the space for summer 

programming for all four sites, in addition to provid-

ing general oversight of the programming and grant 

funding use and allocation. 

$2.5 Million Grant Will Enhance After School Programs at Pasco Schools 
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Fifth grade students at Robinson Elementary learn to make       

lasagna as part of Gerry Brazington’s after school cooking club. 

Funding for the program at Robinson came from the 21st Century 

Community Learning Centers grant that WSU Tri-Cities received 

in 2017. 
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Motivational Speaker Shares Inspirational Message with Pasco Students 

Andres Lara left Cuba when he was just 16 years old, 

clinging to a refugee boat that made its way across the 

Gulf of Mexico to the U.S. He arrived in America not 

knowing a word of English, with no parents and no 

money, and was even homeless for awhile. 

Three years later, Lara found himself in college at 

Montclair State University, where he would graduate 

with a degree in speech communication and a minor in 

creative writing. It’s also where he met a public speak-

er during a lecture in one of his classes. After listening 

to that lecture, Lara set out three major goals for him-

self: learn English, finish college, and channel his own 

success story into motivational speaking. 

“After that lecture, I talked with the speaker about 

how he got into public speaking,” Lara says. “He told 

me he had to overcome a lot of challenges, but he also 

said one thing that has always stuck with me. Where 

there’s a will, there’s a way.” 

Lara has followed that mantra ever since, and it’s be-

come an integral part of his motivational speeches. 

These days, he’s affectionately known as “The Cuban 

Guy,” and he spoke with students, staff members and 

parents at Robinson Elementary on Sept. 19, before 

speaking with hundreds of students at Pasco High 

School on Sept. 21. 

“I had a lot of great excuses for why I couldn’t pursue 

my dreams,” Lara adds. “It wasn’t until I gave up on 

those excuses and started to take action that I was fi-

nally able to achieve some of my dreams and goals.”  

Since those days in college, Lara has started up his 

own company and written four top-selling books, in-

cluding How to Stay Motivated During Difficult 

Times. He’s also shared his motivational story with 

more than four million students and parents across 

America. 

Lara’s presentation includes a lot of audience partici-

pation and examples of how acting in small steps can 

turn the impossible into the possible, along with the 

importance of never giving up. 

“People always want to know what is the secret to suc-

cess,” Lara says. “But I tell them there is no secret to 

success. Success is as simple as doing the little things 

that people don’t do. Little things like staying focused 

and always keeping your eyes on the prize.” 

 

Curie STEM Elementary students (from left to 

right) Bryan Romero, Christopher Moreno,  

Oscar Mendoza, Alma Banuelos and Ricky 

Martinez led the flag salute at the Board of Direc-

tors meeting on Sept. 11. The students have been 

long-time members of the school’s chess team. 

Saluting Students 

Motivational speaker Andres Lara, affectionately known 

as “The Cuban Guy,” spoke to students, staff members 

and parents at Robinson Elementary on Sept. 19. 
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Hundreds Pack Downtown Pasco for Fiery Foods Festival 

Downtown Pasco’s Fiery Foods Festival 

was a big hit among the hundreds of 

community members who attended the 

annual fall event on Sept. 8. The day-

long festival featured dozens of vendor 

booths and plenty of entertainment on 

the main stage.  

The state-champion Pasco High School 

dance team was a crowd favorite, but the 

main event was definitely the Celebrity    

Pepper Gauntlet, where several local   

celebrities tried to eat as many hot peppers as they could, with each 

pepper getting even more hotter than the one before. 

The event featured several contestants, including Pasco Police    

officer Ray Aparicio, Pasco City Council members Ruben          

Alvarado and Craig Maloney, and Whittier Elementary bilingual 

first grade teacher Olivia Valle. Congratulations to everyone who 

survived the pepper gauntlet! 

Pasco High Soccer Alumni Continue Success in College  

As teammates, they helped lead the Pasco High Bulldogs to a State Championship in 4A Boys Soccer in 

2018, along with a 2nd place finish in 2017. These days, they continue to pursue their soccer dreams, and 

their college educations, but on different teams. 

A total of 12 Pasco High boys soccer alumni are playing college soccer this fall, including seven players at 

Columbia Basin College: Ivan Ceja, Oscar Cortez, Ricardo Herrera, Nathan Martinez, Armando 

Nieblas, Luis Ortega, and Joel Valle. Meanwhile, Sergio Avalos, Frank Moreno and Kevin Meraz-

Rodriguez are members of Walla 

Walla Community College’s men’s 

soccer team, while Emilio Meraz-

Rodriguez plays for Evergreen 

State College and Luis Jesus    

Gonzalez plays for Warner Pacific 

College. 

Last month, ten of these former 

teammates were back together again 

as they participated in the NWAC 

Friendlies pre-season tournament in 

Tukwila (photo on left). 

#PROUDofPASCO 
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Teachers, Coaches, Kitchen Staff & Others Share Insights for Middle School Plans 

Planning continues for the new Stevens Middle School and Middle School #4. On September 13th, groups of 

teachers, administrators, and other middle school staff members met with architects from MMEC Architecture 

to discuss design elements for the two new middle schools. 

Those user groups included math and science teachers, librarians, art teachers, band and orchestra teachers, 

P.E. teachers and coaches, kitchen staff, maintenance and custodial personnel, and office staff members. “We 

want to build these schools so they can operate as efficiently as possible,” says Director of Capital Projects 

Randy Nunamaker. “By bringing in these user groups, our architects are able to get some first-hand 

knowledge from the folks who will be working in these buildings. They’ll take this feedback and use it to 

make adjustments to their final design plans for each school.” 

New Horizons Students Attend Ag Field Day at CBC 

Eight students from New Horizons High School got a chance to learn about some of the career opportunities 

available in the agriculture industry during Columbia Basin College’s first-ever Ag Field Day on Sept. 20. 

Funding for the event came from the Mid-Columbia Hall of Fame’s Building the Future grant. 

The event also included students from Kamiakin High School and Kiona-Benton City High School, along 

with the New Horizons students. The students spent the morning working through several breakout sessions 

where they learned about some of the ca-

reers and opportunities available in agri-

culture, and also got a chance to check out 

some of the field studies that current CBC 

students are undertaking. 

“This event was great for our students be-

cause it made going to college feel like a 

reality for them,” says New Horizons Ag 

Science teacher Carol Travis. “It also 

broke down some of the stereotypes sur-

rounding agriculture jobs. These kids 

learned that there are a wide variety of job 

opportunities available in the agriculture 

industry right here in our community.” 
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Board Notes 9-11-18 
 
Study Session 
• The board discussed 2019 legislative priorities and WSSDA legislative positions with Marie Sullivan.  
 
Action Items 
• The board approved a proposal to purchase video equipment to begin livestreaming school board meetings 

on the internet. 
 
Reports 
• Jenny Rodriquez provided information to the board about the beginning of the 2018-19 school year and 

the number of students enrolled. 
 
Extended Study/Discussion 
• Jenny Rodriquez provided information to the board on small high school programs, the ongoing capital 

project identification process, and potential fiscal implications of implementation. 
 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High School Associated 
Student Body officer team to Association of Washington Student Leaders Fall Leadership Conference in 
Kent, WA; Approval of Minimum Basic Education Requirement Compliance report; Approval of PAE Col-
lective Bargaining Agreement; Approval of Coaching Contract; Approval of Resolution No. 959: Diversity 
Assurances for Middle School #4 project; Approval of Resolution No. 960: Diversity Assurances for Stevens 
Middle School Replacement project; Approval of Resolution No. 961: Diversity Assurances for Elementary 
School #17 project.  
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in 
Pasco. You can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also 
streaming the meetings at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the 
District YouTube channel: Pasco Schools. 
 
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being 

December and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly sched-

uled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at 

www.psd1.org/domain/24. 

Upcoming Events: Sept. 25: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.  

Oct. 1-31: National Principals Month 

Oct. 9: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 12: NO SCHOOL - Professional Day 

Oct. 22-26: National School Bus Safety Week 

Oct. 23: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 30: VIP Day - Markham Elementary: 8:45 a.m.-12 p.m.  

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age, 

religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog 

guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions 

and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer 

Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Charlotte Stingley, 1215 W. 

Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, cstingley@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and 

www.psd1.org.  

http://www.psd1.org/domain/24
mailto:sthornton@psd1.org
mailto:cstingley@psd1.org
http://www.psd1.org

